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Experiencing Hope | The Garden 



EXPERIENCING HOPE 
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THE PROBLEM:  We pull EASTER out of the  

box and PUT IT AWAY when we’re done.  

Q:   Are you ready to experience Easter as an adult? 

The Truth About Easter.  
1. Easter is the PROOF that Jesus is the Messiah. 

2. Easter is the PINNACLE of the Christian faith. 

3. Easter is the POWER that changes your life. 

The story of Easter didn’t start at the  

TOMB . . . it started in the GARDEN. 

Over the next 5 weeks we’re going to experience  

Easter by exploring 5 destinations along the way:   

Easter isn’t just ONE DAY of  

the year . . . it’s a WAY OF LIFE.

The 
Garden

The 
Manger

The 
Cross

The 
Tomb

The 
Temple



The Problem of Sin.  
• God created man to TRUST HIM, but  

WE TOLD GOD NO and did our own thing. 

Genesis 2  

15  Then the LORD God took the man and placed him in the 

Garden of Eden to cultivate and keep it.  16  And the LORD 

God commanded him, “You may eat freely from every tree 

of the garden, 17  but you must not eat from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil; for in the day that you eat of it, 

you will surely die.” 

Genesis 3   

6  When the woman saw that the tree was good for food 

and pleasing to the eyes, and that it was desirable for 

obtaining wisdom, she took the fruit and ate it. She also 

gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate it.  

SIN is telling God . . . NO. 

• Our sin SEPARATED us from God  
and SENTENCED us to death. 

Genesis 3   

7  And the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 

knew that they were naked; so they sewed together fig 

leaves and made coverings for themselves. 8  Then the man 

and his wife heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the 

garden in the breeze of the day, and they hid themselves 

from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 

garden.  9  But the LORD God called out to the man, “Where 

are you?”  10  “I heard Your voice in the garden,” he replied, 

“and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.”   

God is LOOKING for you  

when you’re HIDING from him. 



The Promise of God.  
• But God didn’t leave us HOPELESS.  

He promised to send us a SAVIOR. 

Genesis 3   

14  Then the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you 

have done this, you are cursed more than all animals, 

domestic and wild. You will crawl on your belly, groveling in 

the dust as long as you live.  15  And I will cause hostility 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring 

and her offspring. He will strike your head, and you will 

strike his heel.” 

Genesis 3   

21  And the LORD God made garments of skin  

for Adam and his wife, and He clothed them. 

Substitutionary Atonement =   

“The INNOCENT pays for the GUILTY.” 

• JESUS is the FULL and  
FINAL payment for our sin. 

Romans 5  

15  For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to 

many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift 

of forgiveness to many through this other man, Jesus Christ.    
18  Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, 

but Christ’s one act of righteousness brings a right 

relationship with God and new life for everyone. 

1 Peter 1      

3  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a LIVING 

HOPE through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead. 



4 Truths about Hope.  
1. Hope isn’t a FEELING, it’s a PERSON. 

John 11  

25  Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

John 14  

6  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.   

No one can come to the Father except through me.” 

2. Hope isn’t DOING BETTER because you  
can’t change what you’ve ALREADY DONE. 

Romans 3  

10  No one is righteous - not even one. 

3. Hope isn’t TRYING HARDER because  
you’ll never be GOOD ENOUGH. 

Romans 3  

23  For everyone has sinned; we all  

fall short of God’s glorious standard. 

4. Hope is TRUSTING JESUS because  
he’s ALREADY PAID for your sins. 

Colossians 2  

13  You were dead because of your sins and because your 

sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you 

alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.  14  He canceled 

the record of the charges against us and took it away by 

nailing it to the cross. 

Q:   Have you put your HOPE in Jesus or something 

else?  Are you ready to trust in Jesus today? 



Group Discussion.  
• When you think about Easter, what  

childhood memory comes to mind? 

• Have you ever connected the story in the Garden of 

Eden with the Easter Story?  How does this change 

your understanding of Easter?  

• In our lesson today, we learned that “SIN is  

telling God NO.”  Based on that definition,  

would you define yourself as a sinner?   

• In our lesson today, we learned that “Hope is 

trusting Jesus as the full and final payment for  

your sin.”  Have you put your HOPE IN JESUS  

or something else? 

• How does hoping in Jesus  

encourage you when life gets hard? 


